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Plimmerton ...
into the future
Since the 2004
street meetings and
development of the
first ten year plan for
Plimmerton, many of
the issues you identified
have been addressed.
And many of your positive
suggestions have also
become a reality. A
huge amount has been
accomplished by this
community working
in partnership with
Porirua City Council in
its pioneering Village
Planning Programme
which was recognised
with an international
award in 2010.

Where have
we come from?
What did we want?
Here are some of the
highlights of what has
been achieved through
the village plan process
since 2004.
The full plan and photo
credits are our website:
www.plimmerton.org.nz

This plan is an update of the original
2004 plan and includes input from the
2010 Community Survey.

Thanks to artist Xoe Hall whose mural under the bridge at the entrance to Plimmerton has made a gloomy area fun, deters tagging and gives beach users a glimpse into Plimmerton life.
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Achievement highlights
Plimmerton’s special character
One of the most important things you wanted was the special
character of Plimmerton retained. Any enhancements should be to
allow enjoyment of the coastline here without being obtrusive. Any
built structures should complement the environment and allow safe
access and increased participation.
A good example of how this has been achieved is Plimmerton’s
promenade along Beach Road. This three metre wide pathway with
macrocarpa benches and seating is well used by families going to
and from school and kindy, dog walkers, athletes in training, older
people, people with disabilities, kids on scooters and small people in
pushchairs. The promenade gives easy access to cafes and shops and
offers locals and visitors panoramic views of wind surfers, kayakers,
boating and fishing enthusiasts and the coastline in its many moods.

Pedestrian-friendly waterfront walkway
You wanted a pedestrian-safe and vibrant walkway from South Beach
around the coastline. Traffic safety and safe pedestrian access were
your major concerns. Before 2004 heavily laden quarry trucks and boy
racers roaring through the village were a horrible fact of life and a
health hazard. Walking along Beach Road meant dodging between cars
on a crumbly road edge.
You wanted the roads and footpaths safe for everyone. Traffic calming
measures were introduced – lane narrowing, planting and traffic
slowing devices. This has seen an overall reduction of speed improving
safety for pedestrians and road users. With the quarry closure the
opportunity to create outdoor areas opened up. The promenade
around Beach Road was widened and enhanced. Cafe corner was paved
and widened to create an attractive outdoor village hub.

Seating for sea and sunset enjoyment
You wanted more seats along the coastline so locals and visitors could
relax and enjoy the coastline and sea views. You wanted these seats to
be unique to Plimmerton.
After two years of design and community consultation by Massey
University industrial design students and production by local craftsmen
and manufacturers, seats were installed around the length of the
promenade from the rail crossing to the boating club in 2010. These
seats have been designed and produced to reflect elements in the
local environment. Installation, location and landscaping has made the
seats sit unobtrusively in the landscape.

Picnic areas along the foreshore
You wanted more places to enjoy the sea views and spend time with
family and friends. Peaceful green areas have been created in areas
from the railway line to past the boating club, complemented with
seating and picnic tables.
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Railway station revamp
The boarded up railway station was a ghost-town and you thought it
made an ugly entrance to the village.
A mammoth effort in 2010 saw the station saved from demolition and
restored to more than its former splendour. An excellent tenant is
doing the business and there’s a sheltered waiting room for commuters
and visitors. More than 2000 hours of work by local tradesmen and
volunteers, supervised by two PRA project managers, made this dream
come to realisation.

Accessible parking
Parking needed sorting with areas and defined times for all day rail
commuters, shoppers and cafe patrons, parents dropping off and
collecting kids from kindy and school, and for wind surfers to rig
safely.
There are now well indicated parking areas with signage indicating
times for these different purposes.
The wind surfing area is the only one still to be sorted as this involves
land owned by road and raiI authorities.

Plimmerton domain upgrade and links
The domain needed to be connected to the village. It needed
upgrading to provide facilities for sporting and recreational pursuits.
This area has blossomed since it was connected to the village by the
underpass. It now provides plenty of commuter parking, facilities for
sporting and recreational groups like archers and football clubs, and
a short cut from the industrial estate and the Ara Harakeke Walkway.
It is well used by families exercising dogs, walkers and cyclists. It will
be further linked when the section of Ara Harakeke walkway from the
rail crossing to the domain is completed, hopefully this year. PCC has
installed lighting to increase flexibility of use in winter.

Environmental spruce up ... the big spring clean
You asked for beach and recreational areas to be cleaned up regularly
so these areas can be enjoyed by locals and visitors.
Now in its fourth year, the big spring clean provides an opportunity
for the community to get involved in getting Plimmerton ready for
summer. Big Mac Slabs, near Palmer’s, provide the mustering facilities
and a generous sausage sizzle to follow. Ideally this event would be
run by community groups and would include active participation by
children of all ages in the community.
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Footpaths and other infrastructure maintenance
Safe well maintained footpaths, sea walls, and other infrastructure
allowing people of all ages and abilities to access the coastline were a
priority.
Several measures have been introduced to assist with this. As the
sea walls and footpath along Moana and Sunset are often damaged in
extreme weather Porirua City Council has set up a hotline 2375089 so
residents can report damage immediately it occurs. Drains here are
likely to block quickly with wind-blown sand and when this is spotted
it should be reported too to avoid problems to nearby residents. Calls
are logged and sent to the team tasked for action.
PRA representatives do a twice yearly audit of the area with senior
council staff to see that longer-term maintenance issues are dealt
with. This includes inspections of pavements and the sea wall, steps
and handrails, vegetation and tree issues, recreational areas, drains
and other key infrastructure.

Communication
Community communication was important to you. You wanted to know
what was going on and how to be involved.
In 2008 the PRA newsletter started up and has grown as more locals
use it to share community news. In 2009 we started the community
web site www.plimmerton.org.nz
The web site is a key platform to tell Plimmerton stories and to
keep people here informed and involved in events. It’s useful too
for visitors and for locals to find out about what to do and where to
go in Plimmerton. There are opportunities for all cultural, sporting,
educational, and special interest groups to actively use the site.
Historical Plimmerton stories have become a major attraction.

Fencing needed a serious facelift
The drab railway fence along Steyne Ave was a downer.
In 2008 a painting bee saw 200 plus people turn out to transform the
fence. Their work was further enhanced by lavender planting along
the fence line in borders. In 2011 the outer rail underpass wall was
lowered and a reed themed galvanised fence added as a feature.
This allows light into the underpass giving safety as well as aesthetic
benefits.

Signage
You wanted informative but consistent signage through the village and
removal of outdated ad hoc signs.
A galvanised signage post has been designed that will complement
the reed and flax themed fencing. These posts will hold the signage
required by law and other signage will be redesigned to give positive
messages. These will be produced and installed in early 2013.
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Anti tagging campaign
You were vocal about tagging being a blot on the landscape.
To eradicate tagging as soon as it appears we have a fast response
team who leap into action with their paint brushes as soon as they get
the call. They remove tagging from private and council land. Utility
companies and the railways are not unfortunately as quick to respond
... and research shows that quick removal is key to controlling this
vandalism which costs ratepayers tens of thousands of dollars every
year in the Wellington region.
Murals and other treatment of walls is also effective in stopping
taggers and the under bridge murals (at the entrance to Plimmerton)
and the murals in the rail underpass to the domain by school children
work well in this regard.
All vandalism should be reported asap on PCC’s hotline 2375089.

Queen’s Park and Queen’s Ave
This little park was overshadowed by old trees blocking the view and
shading the whole area.
Attractive landscaping, new seats and exposure of a sunny grassy area
ensure that the park is now well used. People have been spotted there
doing tai chi, folk dancing, meeting to go for walks and picnicing.

Events ... celebrating Plimmerton
You wanted some events that define Plimmerton and get everyone out
for some fun.
We have brilliant commuity events already up and running that we
support as a community. Plimmerton Kindergarten’s Mid Winter Swim
is a great example. Well run, inclusive, successful and world-famous in
Plimmerton.
The school galas run by Plimmerton School and St Theresa’s, and the
fairs run by Pukerua Bay and Paremata Schools are top class events run
with military precision.
The event launched in 2012 Plimmerton Promenades in Style was
another example of local expertise and initiative. Dr Brenda Turner
organised an extravaganza of vintage wedding gowns and vehicles and
a day of great fun and fund raising.
In 2013 it will be Plimmerton Promenades at the beach and the ball
and in 2014 Plimmerton at War... a major exhibition and events to
commemorate the outbreak of the Great War 100 years ago in 1914.
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Major project for 2012 ... Karehana Park
Redeveloping an icon
A team of local residents has been working throughout
2012 on a plan to redevelop Karehana Park. Huge
progress has been made through the planning and
consultation stages with the first building phases
completed in early 2013. The Touhy Homes
Petanque Court was opened with great fanfare
in January 2013. The pathway between Cluny
and Airlie Road has been constructed in two
stages and funded by the sale of personalised
pavers. Extensive planting has enhanced the
park entrance and perimeter.
You can follow every step of this redevelopment
project on the web site www.plimmerton.org.nz.
Or better still, get involved.
See how on the site!

Karehana Park was identified early on as
needing major upgrade work and the PRA
has a dynamic team implementing the
plan to ensure that this great little park
will be enjoyed by future generations of
Plimmertonians.
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Current projects
Operation Snapshot ... recording Plimmerton’s history
As part of the railway station refurbishment project historical photos
were sought for an audio visual display. This has extended into a wider
history of this region’s past with a variety of subjects covered from
fires to roading and rail. A major offshoot has been the historic stories
and photos presented on the web site every month featuring a local
family and its connections to the Great War of 1914-18. Two years of
research and collection of information culminated this year in a co
operative venture with Bob Maysmor, senior curator at Pataka Museum,
in an exhibition and book Plimmerton: a colourful history. The WW1
stories are now part of New Zealand’s official website commemorating
outbreak of war in 1914 WW100.
A major event and exhibitions are being planned for Plimmerton in
April 2014 to mark the connection of so many families here to the
Great War.
Much of the work being done will become a key part of the Green and
Gold Trails (natural and social history) under development.
Operation Snapshot and the other historic projects are project
managed by Allan Dodson and a team of PRA members.

Green and Gold Trails ... bringing history to life
With the advent of www.plimmerton.org.nz it is possible to make our
social and natural history available to everyone. Over the next two
years content on the site will be further developed to allow people
to follow a trail around Plimmerton accessing information on the
site with smart phones. There will also be paper-based information
available so people can follow a trail around Plimmerton and learn
about key events, natural history info and read stories about the
families who lived here.

Paver stories ... telling our tales
People who have sponsored pavers will be invited to contribute stories
and photos to the web site about the family or loved one they have
dedicated their paver to. This will be a great addition to the stories of
Plimmerton families on the site.

Ara Harakeke walkway completion
The section of the Paremata to Pukerua Bay walk and cycle track
through Plimmerton is to be completed in 2014. This will involve
widening the bridge at the entrance to Plimmerton, widening the
footpath from the rail crossing to the pedestrian crossing, building a
fence along the rail corridor, completing the walkway beside Mainline
Steam, creating an entrance into the domain and related landscaping
work. The new bridge balustrade will feature natural designs in
galvanised steel to match the other themed fences in the village. The
civil construction aspects of this project are being coordinated by PCC
working with road and rail authorities.
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Civil defence ... preparing for the biggie
This year there will be major push to get Plimmerton’s civil defence
planning up to speed. This initiative has been on a back burner but will
come to fruition in 2013. People interested in working with project
leader Dave Lowe on civil defence planning should contact the PRA
plimmertonra@gmail.com
There are options for hands-on civil defence training as well as street
group coordinators and other roles.

Too hard basket
Not everything on your wish list can be ticked off.
Underground power was investigated and is a no-goer as costs are
prohibitive. A new sea wall is not on the cards yet either, maintenance
is our best course there. Youth-based programmes and facilities have
not progressed and the PRA has not received any ideas from families or
young people. Perhaps there is plenty for young people to do here?

How does the PRA work?
The Plimmerton Residents’ Association is a group of elected
representatives from our community who work to make things better
for people living here and visitors to our area. They are all volunteers
who are involved in many areas of community and professional life.
Being on the PRA executive involves one monthly meeting (last Monday
of each month at the fire station 7.30pm). It also means being on one
or several of the subcommittees running the various projects on the
boil or in planning stages.
All residents are welcome to attend meetings. If you would like to put
forward an idea please contact them on plimmertonra@gmail.com so
you can be allocated time on the agenda. Meetings are constructive
and positive so if there’s an issue you want to raise please come to
meetings with ideas and solutions. The PRA cannot run every project
or champion every cause but will give support and advice to assist
where they are able.
People keen to get involved in planning for Plimmerton’s future should
contact plimmertonra@gmail.com

Issues facing Plimmerton
PCC funding of village plan projects is limited and as the first village
out of the blocks Plimmerton has had first class attention from the
village planning manager. However, the other 11 regional villages
are up and running with their own plans and now require time and
assistance. Our community is going to have to organise projects and
their funding and implementation more independently.
Resident–visitor tension comes from promotion of Plimmerton as one
of the region’s most popular playgrounds. People come here to enjoy
the rugged coastline, safe beaches and bush walks ... we need to
be sure that infrastructure and essential services are adequate for
meeting added strain, it’s a balancing act.
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As budgets are squeezed residents may find that some of the
maintenance of our environment will require us to contribute to
activities like waterblasting, weedeating, grass mowing, fence
painting, vandalism repairs, or rubbish removal.
House break-ins, thefts from vehicles and property damage are
becoming all too common. The war against taggers and other vandals
goes on and most residents don’t see half of the damage done as our
quick response team removes or fixes the damage promptly. Decisions
about balancing the wish to have an open welcoming community and
the ability to deter criminals and have information to help the police
catch law breakers will need to be made.

Village planning manager Ian Barlow
Much of what has been achieved by the community in tandem with
PCC is thanks to the sterling efforts of the village planning manager
Ian Barlow who has worked with PRA on every project carried out
during this period. On behalf of the Plimmerton community we thank
Ian for the fantastic job he does for all the Porirua villages.

In the long hot summer of 2013 so farOpen...
Trailer Yachts

1st
2nd
3rd

Joseph (Flying Dutchman)
Paul Pettit (Laser)
Josh (Laser)

1st
2nd
3rd

Cougar
Elliot Ness
Double Dark

Congratulations to all place getters and well done to everyone that comp

As stated May will be the start of the winter series with Mana cruising cl
races are every 2 to 4 weeks depending on the tides, it would be good t
of the trailer yachts out there competing for the Lion cup, last year we ha
competing and the races are about double the size we normally race.

I will be busy arranging things for the Noelex 22 National to be held at P
next February, hopefully get a
good number of boats
competing.
Hope everyone has a relaxing
off season and see you in
October
Kevin Beach
Vice Commodore Sail

WW100 major 2014 project
Plimmerton Residents’ Association will be focusing a lot of time and
effort in 2013 and 2014 preparing to commemorate the outbreak
of the Great War in 1914. Preparation over the next 18 months will
culminate in a series of events involving the community. Activity will
focus on remembering the sacrifice and achievements of people here
in war time. Stories will continue to be published on our website
www.plimmerton.org.nz and on the official NZ WW100 web site.
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Where to from here?
2013 is going to be a busy year with the projects
detailed in full swing. Work will be progressing
all year for the exhibition and events marking
the WW1 centenary in April 2014. Green and
gold trail development, ongoing fundraising
and liaison with other organisations, support
for environmental projects in the region and
monitoring of roading and rail activity ...
it all takes time and resources.
If you are keen to help, even if your time is
limited, contact plimmertonra@gmail.com
In 2014 you will get the chance to have your
say again about what needs to be done to make
Plimmerton a better place for people of all ages,
and a safer more caring community.

Plimmerton Residents’ Association Membership
Just $15 per household will help the Plimmerton Residents
Association to complete the programme of activity outlined here
and on our website.
To pay your subscription or make a donation please
contact plimmertonra@gmail.com
AGM 2013 Monday 27th May 7.30pm at St
Andrews Hall. Great guest speaker and early sub
payment prize-draw.

Cover photographs
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Left top
Reed inspired fence on the lowered rail underpass linking
Plimmerton Domain to the village
Community clean ups and working bees
Planting for erosion protection
Plimmerton Promenades in Style 2012
Right top
Opening of the refurbished railway station on 10/10/10
Anzac stories and pictures by Plimmerton school students
on www.plimmerton.org.nz
Seating for sunset watchers in Queen’s Ave
Traffic calming measures allowed development of widened
pavements and cafe corner

Colin Bleasdale
Roger Beckett
Robin Jones
Sandra Werner
Carolyn Williams
Allan Dodson
Roger Johnston
John Johnston
David Lowe
Pip Piper
Dave Anderson
Alistair Robb
Judi Thomson
David Verrinder
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chair
treasurer
secretary
website
newsletter, signage & seating projects
project manager ANZAC, Snapshot, Karehana Park
project manager Karehana Park
Police liaison, newsletter distribution, projects
civil defence
SH1, submissions PCC
safety and fire liaison, projects
liaison service organsiations, history
subscriptions
projects, civil defence

Webb Memorial Cup restored
Plimmerton Promenades promo
Hongoeka Beach Carnival
Boating Club regatta
Pancake races
Vince cycles for cancer
History projects recognised
Tuohy Homes Petanque Court opened
Rusty goes board riding

www.plimmerton.org.nz

•

plimmertonra@gmail.com

www.plimmerton.org.nz • plimmertonra@gmail.com

